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ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 

No. XXX. 



AUGUST, 1841. 



MISCELLANEOUS SUGGESTIONS. 

It is the general custom of editors, on commencing a new 
volume, to review the past, and make some announcement 
respecting the future. The amount of matter requiring insertion 
in our last number, would not allow us, if disposed, to do so ; 
nor will our present circumstances permit us to do more than 
merely glance at a few miscellaneous topics that ought to be 
duly considered by our patrons and readers. 

A Periodical on Peace indispensable to our cause.— 
No kindred enterprise is sustained without a periodical devoted 
to its interests ; and such a one is peculiarly requisite in a cause 
like our own. Temperance, Protestant Reform, Home and 
Foreign Missions, nearly all the benevolent enterprises of the 
age, would suffer less than ours from dispensing with their 
appropriate periodicals ; both because there is less need of in- 
formation on those topics, and because religious newspapers 
are ready to publish in their behalf vastly more than on the 
subject of Peace. These papers contain ten times as much 
concerning almost any one of those causes, as they do respecting 
our own ; when they publish any thing at all on peace, it is 
generally something in the form of anecdote or illustration 
adapted to please the people, rather than to promote the cause ; 
and when an emergency, like the war-breeze two years ago 
from Maine, arises, it is with extreme difficulty we can get 
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them to insert any remonstrance or appeal bold and strong 
enough to withstand the popular current. We must have an 
organ of our own through which to address the community. 
The Advocate is indispensable ; and without it, the cause itself 
would cease at once to have " a local habitation or a name." 

Circulation of the Advocate. — We desire to record, 
with gratitude to God and our friends, the steady increase in 
the circulation of our periodical. We began its publication in 
this city, four years ago, without one regular subscriber ; and 
now we circulate, though not quite all to paying subscribers, 
nearly four thousand. The number ought to be ten times as 
great ; and our friends could, without much effort, increase its 
circulation to ten or even twenty thousand. There is no way 
in which they could more easily or more effectually promote 
the cause ; for the diffusion of intelligence is the only means of 
accomplishing our object ; and, if our friends will pay for the 
intelligence, and then diffuse it themselves, they will do even 
more good than they would by giving us the money outright. 
Such co-workers might and should be multiplied more than 
tenfold. Every friend of peace, not in circumstances of actual 
distress, could, if he would, take the Advocate at only one 
dollar a volume ; but we have been surprised and mortified at 
the reluctance of some among our professed friends to do even 
so little as this for a cause of which they would fain have us 
believe them to be ' as good friends as any body else.' If we 
had no better friends, the cause would not live another month ; 
but we thank God for increasing the number of those who are 
willing to give us something more than good wishes. We need, 
we must have, substantial aid, such as will pay printers and 
binders, and paper-makers. Good wishes will not meet their 
demands ; and we know not what to think of that man's friend- 
ship for the cause, who will not aid it to the amount of a single 
dollar for a publication worth nearly twice that sum, while he 
is paying a great deal more for periodicals less valuable or less 
necessary. 

How easy, too, would it be for our friends to extend its cir- 
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culation among their neighbors. They would thus render a 
very important service to the cause ; and we would urge them 
all, especially ministers of the gospel, to attempt it without 
delay. Let each minister preach on the subject, recommend the 
circulation of a work like ours, and then start in person, or by 
an efficient proxy, a subscription among his people. 

Change in the time of issuing the Advocate. — We have 
not altered the designation of our periodical as a monthly pub- 
lication ; but, for special, temporary reasons, we have of late been 
issuing it only once in two months, yet twelve numbers to every 
subscriber of a dollar. One motive of the change was the hope 
of having it date its successive volumes, not from June, but 
from January, without breaking a volume for the purpose ; and 
this we design to do by extending the present volume to the 
close of 1842, and issuing its numbers a part of the time once 
in two months, and a part every month. 

Design of the Advocate. — Our periodical is exclusively 
devoted to the cause of Peace. It embraces a great variety of 
topics, yet all connected, directly or indirectly, with this general 
theme. And the field is certainly extensive enough, and full 
of objects deeply interesting tn evpry benevolent or inquisitive 
mind ; for it sweeps over the whole earth through all ages, and 
includes numberless subjects the most important both to indi- 
viduals and communities for two worlds. 

Impossibility of meeting the peculiar wishes of evert 
reader. — In the vast variety of topics before us, we must 
'make a selection; and it is quite impossible, as we cannot 
discuss every thing at once, to gratify all our readers in every 
number of our work. The old adage of ' one man's meat being 
another man's poison,' is strikingly applicable here ; for what 
highly delights one reader, is often found either to disgust another, 
or to fail of arresting his attention. One calls for facts ; another 
for principles. One is all for narrative ; another all for argu- 
ment. One wants anecdotes ; another insists on discussion ; a 
third requires a detail of the expenses and miseries incident to 
war ; a fourth inquires after its bearings on the political, social 
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and religious interests of mankind ; while a fifth, thinking him- 
self sufficiently informed on all such points, wishes to know 
what can be done to any purpose for the banishment of this 
terrible scourge from the earth. These demands are all rea- 
sonable in their place ;' but, as we cannot meet them all at 
once, each must take its turn, and no one become impatient if 
his peculiar wishes are not gratified in this number, or in half a 
dozen succeeding ones. Sooner or later, we hope to discuss 
all the topics connected with our cause; but how soon, or 
when, must depend on circumstances that are often beyond our 
control. 

The course we propose. — We wish for all the variety 
possible in a publication like ours ; and we design to give in 
the current volume a fuller account of what the friends of peace 
are doing for the cause in this and other countries. We have 
all along aimed to do so ; but, as intelligence is usually reserved 
for the close of each number, it has been pretty uniformly ex- 
cluded by the superabundance of other matter. We have 
regretted especially the omission of foreign correspondence; 
and we hope hereafter to publish not only more of that, but to 
keep our readers more fully acquainted with our own operations. 
Our Executive Committee, appreciating the importance of such 
information, have requested of our agents a monthly or quarterly 
account of their labors. We designed to insert in this number 
some extracts from their reports since our anniversary, but 
could find no room. 

Our object and measures. — Our sole aim is the abolition 
of war — war as defined by all lexicographers to be " a conflict 
between nations, states or governments by force ; " this object 
we hope to accomplish by changing public sentiment on the 
subject through all Christian communities ; and such a change 
we expect to produce by spreading light through the pulpit and 
the press. — Our measures may all be resolved into an applica- 
tion of the gospel to this long neglected subject ; and we would 
press into co-operation ministers and Christians of every name, 
all that love God, their country or their species, whether they 
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regard all war as contrary to the gospel, or believe in the law- 
fulness of wars strictly defensive. Our object is not so much 
to advocate a theory, as to abolish a custom ; and if the friends 
of peace will unite with us for the abolition of war, we will not 
insist on their adopting our own views on every point connected 
with this cause. Perfect coincidence of views is no more nec- 
essary here than in the cause of temperance or any other en- 
terprise. If a man, though an infidel, abstains himself from 
intoxicating drinks, and uses his influence to make others ab- 
stain, he is a friend of temperance ; and so, if a man labors, 
from any motive whatever, for the abolition of war, he is in fact 
a co-worker with us, and we welcome his co-operation. Let 
men cease from war ; and our whole object, as a peace society, 
is accomplished. 



APPEAL TO THE FRIENDS OF PEACE. 

The death of William Ladd, late president of the American 
Peace Society, and for years its chief support, has formed a 
crisis in the cause of peace which devolves upon its surviving 
friends responsibilities that can be properly met only by efforts 
much more vigorous than have yet been made. Our Society 
at its recent anniversary, directed that ' a special appeal be 
made for funds to meet this crisis in the cause, and to give it a 
new and lasting impulse;' and, in discharge of this trust, we 
would respectfully yet earnestly invite the attention of all our 
friends to the wants and claims of this great enterprise. 

The cause of peace has been more or less before the commu- 
nity for twenty-five years, and accomplished an amount of good 
greater than could have been expected from the few and feeble 
means used. The contributions to it in this country have 
scarcely averaged one thousand dollars a year since its com- 
mencement, and have never reached four thousand dollars in 
any one year ; yet with this pittance, though hardly sufficient 
to keep any enterprise of the kind alive for a day, has this cause 
won a place among the benevolent operations of the age, and 
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